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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 2, 2011

The After 26 Project, a non-profit 501(3)c organization, whose mission is to employ developmentally disabled and cognitively impaired adults in Wexford, Missaukee, and Osceola counties, has procured a $75,000 grant from the United States Department of Agriculture.  This grant will allow After 26 to open a restaurant, banquet hall, and gift shop in the historic Ann Arbor Railroad Building, which is currently owned by the AMVETS.  The AMVET building is located in downtown Cadillac, adjacent to the city park and Lake Cadillac.  The USDA grant funds will be used to rebuild the kitchen.  Items that will be purchased include a new hood air make up unit, walk-in freezer and cooler, grill, prep tables, dishwasher, plates, cups, silverware, and much more.  

The After 26 business plan calls for creating 30 special needs jobs, along with 10 other positions including a general  manager, job coaches, cooks, and wait staff.  Special needs job responsibilities will include busing tables, washing dishes, janitorial duties, and organizational tasks.  In addition, the After 26 board of directors hopes to create an additional 30 special needs consignment jobs through the gift shop, and positions working with local food producers where we will harvest some of our own food.   All  items in the gift shop will be made by special needs people, both from area classrooms and individuals, no exceptions.
   
The After 26 Project is modeled after the Junction of Hope Restaurant in Chesaning, Michigan.  
The Junction has been operating for over 10 years and employs 26 special needs adults from a three-county area.  Established in 2007, the After 26 Project is a grassroots effort lead by retired educators and concerned citizens who want to provide employment opportunities for special needs adults in the greater Cadillac area.  

The grant application was filed with the Traverse City office of the USDA.  The After 26 Project board of directors is extremely grateful to the USDA for believing in our effort.  Caroline Evans and Allen Anderson, both of the USDA in Traverse City, played an essential role in securing the funding.  This grant is key, in that it allows the project to move forward.  The board expects the restaurant to open sometime in 2012, or perhaps sooner, depending on the progress of the remodeling effort in the AMVET building. 

For more information contact Andrew MacDonald at (231) 920-5311.
